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Chandler Campus 

College Principal’s Message 
 
Congratulations to all students for their 
excellent start to the school year. It was 
wonderful to see our students in full school 
uniform, ready and eager to start their classes 
on the 2nd of February. In particular, the new 
Year 7 students looked fabulous in their new 
uniform. I have received many comments 
about how good our students look, including 
comments from primary school principals. 
One principal told me about a student who 
returned to show her the new uniform 
because he was so proud of it. It is important 
that we take pride in ourselves and our 
school. 
 
Extra Funding 
In the first week of school I received news 
that the college was successful in receiving 
funding from the National School Computer 
Fund. We will receive at least $317,000 to 
enable us to have at least one computer for 
every two students. The Australian 
government is aiming to give every Year 9-12 
student access to their own computer by 
2011. 
 
Community Action  
The recent bushfires have affected many 
Victorians and our school community has had 
an exceptional response. Each campus 
raised funds to support the bushfire appeal 
and staff and students gave generously. 
Overall the college raised $6965 for the 
appeal. 
 
College Council 
Our college council met for the first time this 
year on Tuesday. College council is an 
important group that assists in the efficient 
governance of the school. Functions of the 
council include: 
·  Establishing the broad vision and direction 

of the school within the school’s community; 
·  Taking into account the views of the school 

community for the purpose of making 
decisions; and, 

·  Stimulating interest in the school in the 
wider community. 

The current college council membership was 
established to have equal representation of 
all four campuses during our initial stage of 
coming together as one school. The 
membership had a principal and staff member 
from each campus, three parents from each 
campus, and myself, as College Principal. 
There was also the provision for two coopted 
community members. 
 
Due to changes in staff and parent 
membership there are a number of casual 
vacancies that need to be filled for the 
remainder of the school year. Vacancies are: 
·  Chandler – one parent and one DEECD 
·  Coomoora – one parent 
·  Springvale – one DEECD 
Please contact me on 9798 6366 if you are 
interested in being on council for 2009. 
 
School Promotion 
On Saturday 14th February, Mitze Ho and I 
attended a seminar for families interested in 
finding out more about the international 
student program and procedures. We were 
the only government school present and 
several students from the Springvale campus 
supported our displays and spoke to 
interested parents. Thank you to the following 
students who helped on the day: Vien Huynh, 
Hoang Nguyen, Long Luu, Dat Tran and Tuan 
Tran. 

Uniform 
Parents are reminded that students need to 
wear full school uniform as described in the 
student planner. I thank those parents who 
make sure their children leave home correctly 
dressed. 
 
Heather Lindsay 
College Principal 



Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome back to the start of what promises 
to be another exciting school year. In 
Victoria, we are fortunate to have a world-
class education system with a strong and 
vibrant government school system at its core. 
One of the greatest gifts we can all give our 
children is the solid foundation of a high-
quality education. We are always working 
hard to improve so that every child can 
thrive, learn and grow. 
 
Government schools are an important part of 
their local community. The people who make 
our schools great places for your child – 
principals, teachers, staff and school 
councillors – are dedicated to providing the 
best education possible for our children. 
 
One of the most effective ways we can do 
this is by being actively engaged in the 
education of our children. We can all help our 
children develop the knowledge, skills and 
learning strategies they need to engage in 
lifelong learning. Discussing your child’s 
homework, talking with them about current 
events and encouraging them to make a 
positive contribution to society are all 
important ways in which you can support 
your child’s journey through school. 
 
I also encourage you to become actively 
involved in your child’s school community. It 
helps children achieve the best possible 
learning outcomes. You can participate in 
school life, both 
formally and informally, through volunteering 
and staying up to date with your children’s 
learning progress through regular contact 
with their teachers. 
 
More information on Victorian government 
s c h o o l s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
www.education.vic.gov.au or Education Line 
ph 1800 809 834 can provide further advice 
and assistance. 
 
I wish you and your children all the very best 
for the year ahead. 

 
 
 
 

Hon Bronwyn Pike MP 
Minister for Education P
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Education Tax Refund 
 
The Education Tax Refund provides refunds of up 
to: 
•  $375 per primary school student; and  
•  $750 per secondary school student 
 
All families with school children who receive 
Family Tax Benefit Part A will be eligible for the 
Education Tax Refund. 
 
Provided you keep your receipts, the Education 
Tax Refund will apply to items, including: 

·  Laptops 

·  Home computers and associated costs 

·  Home internet connections 

·  Printers 

·  Education software 

·  Trade tools for use at school 

·  School text books 

·  Stationery 
 
How much can you claim? 
By keeping your receipts, you can claim a 50 per 
cent refund every year for education expenses up 
to: 
•  $750 for each child at primary school (maximum 
refund of $375 per child, per year); and 
•  $1,500 for each child at secondary school 
(maximum refund of $750 per child, per year) 
 
For example, Sarah and Michael have 2 children - 
Petra, who is in secondary school, and Jack, in 
Grade 3. Sarah and Michael can claim 50 per cent 
of the cost of a $1,500 laptop computer they 
bought for Petra, and get a refund of $750. They 
can also claim Jack’s education software and 
school textbooks up to the value of $750, 
receiving a refund of up to $375. 
 
Where a family has educational costs over the 
refund limit, these costs can be carried over to the 
next financial year. 
 
Who is eligible? 
Parents entitled to Family Tax Benefit (FTB) Part 
A for children in primary or secondary school for 
the relevant financial year are eligible for the 
Education Tax Refund. 
 
Parents are also eligible if they have children in 
primary or secondary school who would be eligible 
children for FTB Part A purposes, except that the 
child receives certain payments or allowances, for 
example: 

•  Youth Allowance; 
•  Disability Support Pension; or 
•  ABSTUDY Living Allowance. 
  

How do you claim the Education Tax Refund? 
Parents can claim 50 per cent of these expenses 
through their tax return at the end of the financial 
year.  For those who do not have to complete a 
tax return, a separate form will be available from 
the Australian Taxation Office. 
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Student accident insurance is available from 
the private insurance market. These policies 
cover a range of medical expenses not 
covered by Medicare. 
 
Points of Contact 
At times parents/guardians may need to 
contact the college regarding their child. In 
the majority of cases the first points of contact 
should be class teachers (if the inquiry is 
class related) or the Sub School Leader. Mr 
Russell is the Junior School Leader 
responsible for students in Years 7 to 9 and 
Mr Locco is the Senior School Leader. 
Specific year level inquiries may be directed 
to Ms Buckingham (Year 7), Ms Seed (Year 
8), Ms Keoylian (Year 9) and Mr Marano 
(Year 10). 
 
Bushfire Appeal 
On Friday the college raised money for the 
Bushfire Appeal through a free dress day and 
the sale of roses for Valentine’s Day by the 
Student Leaders. Thankyou to the students, 
parents and staff for their generosity towards 
this most worthy appeal 
 
Michael Gray 
Acting Campus Principal 

Campus Principal’s Message 
 
On behalf of the staff of the Chandler campus 
I would like to welcome all families to the 
college for 2009, especially those who are 
joining us for the first time. At last count we 
had 77 new Year 7 students and a number 
students who have enrolled in other year 
levels.  
 
We also have eight new teachers joining us 
this year. Welcome to Mr Darmon (Maths & 
Science), Mr Coutts (PE), Ms Fode (PE), Mr 
Zaharias (PE & Maths), Mr Coleman 
(Woodwork & Metalwork), Mr Griffiths 
(English & Humanities), Mr Nickam (English & 
Humanities), and Ms McCabe (Art & Visual 
Communication). We hope that they all enjoy 
their time at the college. 
 
At our college assembly on the first day all 
students were set the challenge to improve 
their level of achievement on last year. It is 
my belief that all students are capable of 
learning and improvement and teachers, 
parents and students need to work together 
as a team to achieve the best possible 
outcomes for all students. Parents may assist 
their children in achieving their goals by 
providing a quiet study area, encouraging 
their children, asking about their day and 
checking diaries. 
 
Year 12 2008 
Last year’s Year 12 achieved some 
outstanding results: a 96% satisfactory 
completion rate, a number of ENTER scores 
in the 90s and 34 out of 35 students applying 
for tertiary courses through VTAC received a 
tertiary offer. Congratulations to all. These 
results are the culmination of six years of 
secondary education and are brought about 
by the commitment of all teachers and the 
students themselves. 
 
Personal Property At School  
The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development does not hold 
insurance nor does it accept responsibility for 
personal property brought to school by 
students, staff and visitors. The college 
advises students and staff not to bring any 
unnecessary personal items, particularly 
those of value, to school. 
 
Student Accident Insurance 
The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development does not provide 
personal accident insurance for students. 
Parents/guardians are generally responsible 
for paying the cost of medical treatment for 
students including the costs of transport. 
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Attention families still waiting for 
uniform 
 
Buxwear uniform suppliers have received 
items of uniform that had been ordered for 
students. 
 
Please ring Buxwear on 9792 0424 to see if 
your order has arrived. Buxwear are asking 
that parents ring the shop, as they have been 
unable to contact many parents on the phone 
numbers they were provided with.  
 
Buxwear Uniforms 
169 Cheltenham Road 
Dandenong 

Education Maintenance Allowance  
 
EMA forms are now due. 
Parents who hold a Pension Card or Health 
Care Card and their Child/Children are 
UNDER 16 should complete the EMA form, 
bring your card and return to the Campus 
Office.  
Please note you need to fill out a new form 
each year to be eligible. 
Please check with the office to see whether 
you need to fill out a form. 
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8Space 
 
The Year 8s have made a good start to 2009, 
rising to the challenge of adapting to change. 
They are no longer the little ones of the 
school; their lockers are in different places, 
they have different teachers and subjects and 
a new learning space. So far the Year 8s 
have taken a flexible and mature approach to 
the changes and I thank them very much for 
their hard work.  
 
We are very focussed on helping students 
achieve the best possible outcomes this year, 
both socially and academically. In particular 
we are focussed on working in teams and 
building students’ team skills.  
 
The Year 8 teachers are leading the way, 
planning and teaching together to offer the 
students the most appropriate learning 
activities and content for their needs.  
 
We are also determined to improve the 

communication between teachers and 
parents, as well as students’ organisation 
skills. We are hoping that the lovely webpage, 
that Miss Jessica Jeacle designed, will do just 
that. Every Year 8 student has been invited to 
join 8Space. The webpage includes a 
timetable, the homework for the week, 
records, extension work and a discussion 
forum.  
 
This is a private site that requires an invitation 
to enter. All parents are welcome. If you 
would like to be invited, simply contact the 
school and leave your name and email 
address.  
 
Thank you so much for all of your support so 
far. The Year 8 team looks forward to working 
along side you to ensure the very best results 
possible for your child.  
 
Joy Seed 
Year 8 Professional Learning Team Leader 

Welcome to Year 7s! 
 

The Year 7 Team at Chandler Campus would like to welcome the Year 7s and to say a big WELL 
DONE for having settled in so well and so quickly. Thanks to all the teachers who were involved in 
the Transition program. We had a very positive response from all the students as shown by this 
comment from a Yr 7 student who said; “I was really scared on the first morning but by lunchtime I 
had made 2 new friends in my class and hadn’t got lost at all!” 
 

The Year 7 Team  
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The Parents Teachers Students 
Friends’ Association 
 

The Parents Teachers Students Friends’ 
Association (PTSFA) of Coomoora Campus 
had their first meeting for the year.  
 

The parents planned a series of activities to 
be held in 2009. Some of the activities 
include:  
·  Getting a guest speaker in to explain the 

behaviour of  “Generation Y”  
·  Workshops on drug education 
·  Inviting someone from the CFA to educate 

parents on bushfire prevention and 
strategies to deal with bushfires. 

·  First Aid tips 
·  Musical Soiree 

 

The next meeting of the PTSFA is on 
Wednesday 11th March at 7.30 pm in the 
social staffroom at Coomoora Campus. The 
PTSFA would like to extend a warm welcome 
to parents from the other three campuses to 
attend their next meeting. Please contact Kim 
Elliston on 9798 6366 if you are able to 
come. 

Senior Student Leaders’ Report 
 
Welcome back students and teachers! To 
start off the year the student leaders, with the 
assistance of Mr. Locco, organised 
Valentine’s Day and a free dress day to help 
raise funds for the bush fire appeal.   
 
On Friday 13th February roses were sold for 
$3 each or could be delivered anonymously 
for an extra 50 cents. Students donated a 
gold coin for free dress and were given a 
yellow ribbon to show their support for the 
bush fire appeal. Teachers wore red for the 
bush fire theme and to also show their 
support.  
 
The day was a huge success raising $1688 
for the fire victims. Thanks to everyone who 
participated by buying a rose or donating 
money on the day! 
 
Genevieve Bluett 
Public Relations Captain 
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New Caledonia Study Tour 2009 
 
Keysborough Secondary College is planning 
to run an International Study Tour to New 
Caledonia. 
 
The trip will benefit students studying French 
and be a great cultural experience for all 
students attending. Students across all 
campuses at years 8, 9 & 10 are invited to 
participate. At this stage, we are hoping to 
travel to Noumea, New Caledonia in 
September. The study tour will be booked 
through G.E.T. Educational Tours.  
 
An information night will be held on Monday 
the 2nd of March at 6pm in the theatre at 
Chandler campus. Deposits will be required 
by the 18th of March. 
 
We hope a great group of students will join 
us to explore the sights and sounds of New 
Caledonia. I look forward to seeing you at the 
information night to answer all your 
questions. 
 
Jessica Jeacle 
Study Tour Organiser, Chandler Campus 



 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
 

Tuesday 24th February ¨  School Photos (bring correct change) 
¨  Year 8 Interschool Sport  

Wednesday 25th February Year 7 Immunisations 

Wednesday 4th March Interschool District Golf 

Friday 6th March  Springvale District Swimming  

Wed 11th—Fri 13th March Year 11 & 12 Camp 

Mon 16th—Wed 18th March Year 7 Camp 

Tuesday 17th March  Year 7 Interschool Sport  

Monday 30th March  Intermediate Interschool Sport  

Friday 3rd April  End of Term -  2.30 pm dismissal  

Monday 20th April  Term 2, 2009 commences  P
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KEYSBOROUGH 
COLLEGE 
Chandler Campus 
828 Isaac Road 
Keysborough, 3173 

The Age VCE and Careers Expo 2009 
Friday 24 April—Sunday 26 April 
10am—5pm 
Caulfield Racecourse 
 
The Age VCE and Careers Expo brings together 
over 150 organisations providing VCE, tertiary 
course, career, study skills and gap year 
information and resources. Exhibitors include all of 
Australia’s major universities.  
 
Admission is $10 or $25 for families (3 or more, 
children under 14 free) and is valid for the 3 days of 
the Expo. Admission includes all seminars, the 
career forum and a copy of The Age.  
 
For more details see the Expo Visitor Guide in The 
Age on Monday 20 April or go to 
education.theage.com.au  


