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PARENTS 
Our school is interested in hearing the views of 
students, parents and staff therefore we 
conduct a number of surveys each year to 
monitor our progress. We have already 
collected information from students and staff 
and later this month we will be surveying 
parents for their feedback. The same surveys are 
used by all government schools. The information 
you provide us is valuable to the school 
community. Surveys will be distributed 
randomly to families on the 24th of August. If 
you receive a survey I would urge you to 
complete it and return it to your campus. 
 

tw9aL9wΩ{ ±/9 !²!w5{ 
I was fortunate on Thursday to attend the 
tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ ±/9 !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
teachers Jonathon Boyd. We were there to 
recognise the achievement of Sophary Mam, a 
2008 student from Heatherhill who received an 
award for exceptional results in Financial 
Services. Sophary was School Captain at 
Heatherhill. All her teachers have supported 
Sophary in her studies especially Garry Ball, her 
teacher of Financial Services. Even better 
Sophary is currently studying to be a teacher. 
Our future generations will be in good hands. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Sophary Mam and Jonathon Boyd. 

Right: Sophary Mam and Heather Lindsay. 

KEYSBOROUGH 
COLLEGE 

GEORGE STONE EDUCATIONAL AWARD 
A current student who has received a significant 
award is Kristina Butijer from Chandler Campus. 
Kristina, currently in Year 10, received the 
George Stone Educational Award designed to 
encourage further education. 
 

BUILDING 
The college has received Federal Government 
Funding for a science centre. This is to be 
established within our current plans of the 
junior villages. Construction is expected to begin 
later this year. Whilst there is going to be some 
demolition of buildings at the Heatherhill site, 
the college is working hard to ensure that 
disruption will be minimal. At both Isaac Road  
and Janine Road construction is in an area that 
will have the least impact on our students. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
In the last term break I travelled to China with 
Mitze Ho our International Student Manager. 
Mitze and I visited Chengdu where we met with 
new students and parents as well as parents of 
current students, Mitze then went on to Beijing 
to speak with parents, whilst I visited parents in 
Vietnam. In all cases parents expressed their 
pleasure in being able to speak with us in person 
about the progress of their children. 

 

We want to maintain a global viewpoint for our 
students and the International Program 
together with international student tours and 
sister schools helps us have a sense of our place 
in the world.  
 

Heather Lindsay 
Principal 
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 /ŀƳǇǳǎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 

Staff and students returned from a well earned 
mid year break and have moved back into the 
swing of things quickly for the beginning of 
term 3. This term has seen the addition of 
some new teachers to our staff as well as the 
enrolment of a number of students at all year 
levels. This has led to the creation of a new 
Year 10 group as that year level had become 
too large.  
 
This term will be extremely busy as VCE 
students go about finalising the majority of 
their studies and the course counselling 
process begins for our next batch of VCE 
students while junior school students look 
forward to their camp at the end of this term. 
 
Staffing 
Lynda Portelli has been successful in gaining a 
0.5 Acting AP position for the remainder of the 
year. This position has become available to 
allow Mike Gray to concentrate further on the 
increasingly time consuming task of managing 
the new building development. We 
congratulate Lynda and wish her well in this 
appointment. 
 
Farewell 
At the end of term 2 we said farewell to some 
dearly loved staff members. Geoff Anderson 
and Irene Ball, two long serving staff members, 
were farewelled on the occasion of their 
retirement. We also said farewell to Geoff 
Griffiths who has taken up a position at Carrum 
Downs.  
 
Leela Holland begun her maternity leave at the 
end of last term and was greeted with the early 
arrival of her first daughter Abigail. While Kim 
Hutchinson begun her overseas working 
holiday. 
 
We also farewelled two members of the 
Education Support Class our assistant gardener 
Greg Baxter and Des Coleman who was filling 
for our Science Lab technician Jan Beer while 
he was on leave. 
 
Welcome 
We welcome three new staff members to our 
college this term. Lauren Walters a Graduate 
teacher who has been working at Glen Waverly  

SC will be teaching Yr 12 Psychology, Year 10 
English and Science; Wynne Wircer-Bude who 
comes to us with experience at Bialik College 
will be teaching English, SOSE and Business/
Personal Development and Taeko Knockaert a 
graduate teacher will be teaching maths, 
science and ICT throughout Year 7, 8 and 9. 
 
Student Achievements 
During the holidays three of our Senior 
students Rodney Esekia, Lani Tiatia and 
Michael Lalatoa competed in the national 
Rugby Union championships. The boys were 
successful in helping Victoria take out the 
Division 2 National Title. Rodney as a result of 
his performance at the Championships gained 
selection in the Australian team to play Tonga 
and NZ in September. We congratulate the 
boys on an excellent achievement. 
 
We also congratulate two students who been 
successful in receiving some very prestigious 
scholarships. Kristina Butijer of Year 10 
recently was awarded the George Stone 
Award. This award is designed to encourage 
students who have excelled in their Year 9 
studies to pursue further education. While 
Vishall Singh was successful in receiving a 
Department of Defence Technical Award from 
the Australian Defence force. This scholarship 
aims to encourage students to pursue a career 
that involves technical skills. We congratulate 
both students on these outstanding 
achievements. 
 
Student Movements 
Students are reminded that they are required 

to stay within the school grounds from the 

beginning of the school day until the end of the 

school day. The school has an extremely high 

Duty of Care to exercise and can only do this if 

the students remain on school grounds. At 

present many students are exiting the college 

at recess, lunchtimes and during free periods 

to visit the Isaac Rd milk bar. This practice is 

not acceptable and parents are asked to please 

support the college on this issue. 

 

Scott Diamond 
Campus Principal 
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Staff Changes 
At the end of term 2 we said farewell to Mr 
Anderson and Mrs Ball both of whom have 
retired after being with us for many years. Mr 
Griffiths finished his contract and Ms Holland 
has taken maternity leave for the remainder of 
the year. This term we welcome three new 
staff, Ms Wircer-Bude, Ms Knockaert and Ms 
Walters. 
 
Mrs. Wynne Wircer-Bude 
I am originally from New York City and have 

been living in Melbourne since December 

2004 . I have taught English and History both in 

Australia and overseas.  I am enthusiastic about 

teaching my students in Years 9 and 10 at 

Keysborough College  Chandler Campus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Taeko Knockaert 
I arrived from Canada nearly two years ago to 
do my teacher training at the University of 
Melbourne.  I found Australia to be such a 
lovely place to live that I was excited to be 
presented with the opportunity to replace 
Mrs. Holland teaching junior secondary science, 
maths, and computers.  I hope that you will 
come to the next parent-teacher meeting and 
look forward to meeting you then! 

Ms Lauran Walters 
I am the new Year 11 and 12 Psychology 

teacher. This is my first year of teaching and I 

have joined you from Glen Waverley Secon-

dary College. I studied at Deakin University for 

6 years, completing both a Bachelor of Arts/

Science and a Bachelor of Primary/Secondary 

Teaching. I am looking forward to building 

strong relationships with my fellow staff and 

students as the year progresses.  

Congratulations Kristina! 
 

Year 10 student Kristina Butijer, who 
ŜƳōǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ tƭǳƳōŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
Association (MPMSAA) as one of two winners 
of the George Stone Educational Award. It is 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ata{!!Ωǎ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Training Awards.  
 

Kristina is credited for participating in many 
extra-curricular activities displaying a drive 
and determination to succeed. Coupled with 
άŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎέΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ 
challenges to become a winner of one of 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΦ 
  

Parliamentary Secretary for Planning, Jenny 
Mikakos MP, presented the award at the 102nd 
annual awards ceremony held in Melbourne 
on 15 July 2009 where Kristina was 
commended for her 
outstanding academic 
achievements along with 
five other promising 
secondary school students.  
 

Steve Russell 
Junior Sub-School Manager 
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 VCAL Blood Drive 

 

On Thursday the 23rd of July a group of 15 VCAL 
and VCE students visited Southbank to donate 
blood. The reason students volunteered to give 
up 470 mL of their blood is because last year, 
Mrs Bull, a former VCAL teacher died from 
cancer. A high proportion of blood is used in the 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ aǊǎ .ǳƭƭΩǎ 
memory we took on the challenge to donate 
blood.  
 

At first everyone was feeling nervous and 
ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 
expect. We had to have an interview with the 
nurse to make sure that we were eligible to give 
blood and she also gave us a blood test.  

 

We also met two recipients of blood donations, 
John and Paula. They spoke to us about how 
grateful they were to receive blood and they 
wanted to show us their appreciation. John 
suffers from a rare blood disorder which has 36 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƭƭ ƛǘΦ IŜ 
has to have a blood transfusion every 3 weeks, 
so basically he has a needle in his arm every 3 
weeks, so that calmed our nerves for a little 
while.  
 

When we were found eligible we were taken 
into an area to donate our blood. Once you get 
ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǊǾŜǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ aǊǎ 
McCarthy was the quickest and it only took her 
8 minutes to fill a bag. Some of us took a bit 
longer. Afterwards we were given a milkshake 
and some party pies to recover.  

 

We would recommend that if you can you 
should donate blood, we felt proud of ourselves 
afterwards. 
Michael Lalatoa & Danny Vong 12V 
 

A very big thank you to Mrs McCarthy and the 
students who participated in this challenge. If 
you would like to donate blood see Sandra 
Simic or Lorie Bekiri who are organizing a group 
booking at the Dandenong Donor Centre during 
the school holidays.  
 

Bronwyn Gardner 
Senior School 

 

You can save up to 3 lives with one donation! 

1 in 3 people will need blood in their lifetime! 

21,000 donations are needed each week to meet 
medical demands! 

In honour of Mrs Bull 
(pictured right) former VCAL 
teacher, who was the 
reason behind the blood 
drive. 


