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College Principal’s Message 
 
Congratulations to all students for their 
excellent start to the school year. It was 
wonderful to see our students in full school 
uniform, ready and eager to start their classes 
on the 2nd of February. In particular, the new 
Year 7 students looked fabulous in their new 
uniform. I have received many comments 
about how good our students look, including 
comments from primary school principals. 
One principal told me about a student who 
returned to show her the new uniform 
because he was so proud of it. It is important 
that we take pride in ourselves and our 
school. 
 
Extra Funding 
In the first week of school I received news 
that the college was successful in receiving 
funding from the National School Computer 
Fund. We will receive at least $317,000 to 
enable us to have at least one computer for 
every two students. The Australian 
government is aiming to give every Year 9-12 
student access to their own computer by 
2011. 
 
Community Action  
The recent bushfires have affected many 
Victorians and our school community has had 
an exceptional response. Each campus 
raised funds to support the bushfire appeal 
and staff and students gave generously. 
Overall the college raised $6965 for the 
appeal. 
 
College Council 
Our college council met for the first time this 
year on Tuesday. College council is an 
important group that assists in the efficient 
governance of the school. Functions of the 
council include: 
·  Establishing the broad vision and direction 

of the school within the school’s community; 
·  Taking into account the views of the school 

community for the purpose of making 
decisions; and, 

·  Stimulating interest in the school in the 
wider community. 

The current college council membership was 
established to have equal representation of 
all four campuses during our initial stage of 
coming together as one school. The 
membership had a principal and staff member 
from each campus, three parents from each 
campus, and myself, as College Principal. 
There was also the provision for two coopted 
community members. 
 
Due to changes in staff and parent 
membership there are a number of casual 
vacancies that need to be filled for the 
remainder of the school year. Vacancies are: 
·  Chandler – one parent and one DEECD 
·  Coomoora – one parent 
·  Springvale – one DEECD 
Please contact me on 9798 6366 if you are 
interested in being on council for 2009. 
 
School Promotion 
On Saturday 14th February, Mitze Ho and I 
attended a seminar for families interested in 
finding out more about the international 
student program and procedures. We were 
the only government school present and 
several students from the Springvale campus 
supported our displays and spoke to 
interested parents. Thank you to the following 
students who helped on the day: Vien Huynh, 
Hoang Nguyen, Long Luu, Dat Tran and Tuan 
Tran. 

 
Uniform 
Parents are reminded that students need to 
wear full school uniform as described in the 
student planner. I thank those parents who 
make sure their children leave home correctly 
dressed. 
 
Heather Lindsay 
College Principal 



Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome back to the start of what promises 
to be another exciting school year. In 
Victoria, we are fortunate to have a world-
class education system with a strong and 
vibrant government school system at its core. 
One of the greatest gifts we can all give our 
children is the solid foundation of a high-
quality education. We are always working 
hard to improve so that every child can 
thrive, learn and grow. 
 
Government schools are an important part of 
their local community. The people who make 
our schools great places for your child – 
principals, teachers, staff and school 
councillors – are dedicated to providing the 
best education possible for our children. 
 
One of the most effective ways we can do 
this is by being actively engaged in the 
education of our children. We can all help our 
children develop the knowledge, skills and 
learning strategies they need to engage in 
lifelong learning. Discussing your child’s 
homework, talking with them about current 
events and encouraging them to make a 
positive contribution to society are all 
important ways in which you can support 
your child’s journey through school. 
 
I also encourage you to become actively 
involved in your child’s school community. It 
helps children achieve the best possible 
learning outcomes. You can participate in 
school life, both 
formally and informally, through volunteering 
and staying up to date with your children’s 
learning progress through regular contact 
with their teachers. 
 
More information on Victorian government 
s c h o o l s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
www.education.vic.gov.au or Education Line 
ph 1800 809 834 can provide further advice 
and assistance. 
 
I wish you and your children all the very best 
for the year ahead. 

 
 
 
 

Hon Bronwyn Pike MP 
Minister for Education P
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Education Tax Refund 
 
The Education Tax Refund provides refunds of up 
to: 
•  $375 per primary school student; and  
•  $750 per secondary school student 
 
All families with school children who receive 
Family Tax Benefit Part A will be eligible for the 
Education Tax Refund. 
 
Provided you keep your receipts, the Education 
Tax Refund will apply to items, including: 

·  Laptops 

·  Home computers and associated costs 

·  Home internet connections 

·  Printers 

·  Education software 

·  Trade tools for use at school 

·  School text books 

·  Stationery 
 
How much can you claim? 
By keeping your receipts, you can claim a 50 per 
cent refund every year for education expenses up 
to: 
•  $750 for each child at primary school (maximum 
refund of $375 per child, per year); and 
•  $1,500 for each child at secondary school 
(maximum refund of $750 per child, per year) 
 
For example, Sarah and Michael have 2 children - 
Petra, who is in secondary school, and Jack, in 
Grade 3. Sarah and Michael can claim 50 per cent 
of the cost of a $1,500 laptop computer they 
bought for Petra, and get a refund of $750. They 
can also claim Jack’s education software and 
school textbooks up to the value of $750, 
receiving a refund of up to $375. 
 
Where a family has educational costs over the 
refund limit, these costs can be carried over to the 
next financial year. 
 
Who is eligible? 
Parents entitled to Family Tax Benefit (FTB) Part 
A for children in primary or secondary school for 
the relevant financial year are eligible for the 
Education Tax Refund. 
 
Parents are also eligible if they have children in 
primary or secondary school who would be eligible 
children for FTB Part A purposes, except that the 
child receives certain payments or allowances, for 
example: 

•  Youth Allowance; 
•  Disability Support Pension; or 
•  ABSTUDY Living Allowance. 
  

How do you claim the Education Tax Refund? 
Parents can claim 50 per cent of these expenses 
through their tax return at the end of the financial 
year.  For those who do not have to complete a 
tax return, a separate form will be available from 
the Australian Taxation Office. 
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Congratulations to John Nguyen and Cynthia Tang 
of Year 12 who have been chosen as Students of 
the Month. Both Cynthia and John were voted by 
their peers to the position of school captains for 
2009. Already they have organised many of the 
Year 12 students into a VCE Executive which will 
initiate, organise or promote activities across the 
campus and/or college. At their first meeting the 
Year 12 students elected the office bearers which 
include secretary, treasurer, SRC rep, sports 
captain, performing arts captain and many more. 
Well done John and Cynthia. Both teachers and 
students are looking forward to working with you 
this year. 

Campus Principal’s Message 
 

Start of year: The 2009 school year has begun 
very smoothly at all year levels with our new Year 
7 students looking particularly striking in the new 
college uniform. I am also impressed with the 
number of students from other year levels who 
have elected to change into the new uniform. 
Some parents have experienced difficulties in 
purchasing both the new uniform and some text 
books. You should contact the suppliers directly at 
Dandy School wear and Endeavour Books 
 

Year 12 students have been involved in a recent 
study skills program to reintroduce them to  study 
and forward planning skills required for success 
this year. Thank you to Mr Xeno Kakogiannis, Mr 
Jonathon Boyd and Mr Kean Lau for organising 
and running this program. 
 

Year 7 Camp:  On the first Wednesday of term, 
our Year 7 students participated in a surf camp to 
Lorne. All staff who attended reported back that 
they and the students had a fantastic time and it 
served as an effective way for students to get to 
know each other and their Pastoral Care Teacher 
well. Students had the opportunity to get to know 
new friends, whilst taking part in activities such as 
surfing and bush walking.   
 

Many thanks to Cara Martin who organised the 
camp, Allison Kean who led it and to Jeff Andrews, 
Bernhard Krywula, Ruth Rayner, Elbert Salim and 
Nicole Vella for their work in supervising the 
students and ensuring a good time was had by all. 
 

Student Leadership: During the summer 
holidays, 4 of our students; Elizabeth Kuoth, Ytram 
Nguyen, Clinton Truong and John Nguyen 
attended a Young Australian Leaders camp and 
forum at Lord Somers Camp on the Mornington 
Peninsula. The camp brought together young 
leaders from colleges across Victoria and gave 
them insight into many aspects of leadership as 
well as setting up networks for the future. Cynthia 
Tang (Campus Captain) and Ytram Nguyen (who 
is a member of the Student Executive) also 
attended the Australian Student Leadership 
Conference in Melbourne. This two day event 
again centred on leadership training under the 
theme “Leaders Know Fear” and includes 4 
months of follow up mentoring for participants. As 
we are currently in the process of setting up our 
Student Executive structure across the College, 
such training and mentoring programs are of 
immense value in helping our students understand 
their potential role in student voice at both the 
campus and college level.  
 

Year 7 Parent Evening: On Tuesday March 3 
there is a Year 7 Parent Information Evening. This 
is a great opportunity to meet other parents new to 
the college and find out more about your child’s 
new school. Further information will be sent home 
regarding this evening in the coming weeks and I 
look forward to meeting with you on the night. 
 

Report Night: Please note that reports will be 
issued at a report night to be held for Years 7-12 
on the first Thursday of Term 2, April 23. Interim 
reports will be given out during the sessions. 

Students of the Month 
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Times are yet to be arranged. 
 

Bushfire Appeal: A very special thank you to all 
students, staff and parents who helped to raise 
over $1900 for the Red Cross Bushfire Appeal last 
Friday, it has been an exceptional effort and fund 
raising will continue at the campus during the year 
for this special cause. 
 

Patrick Boyd 
Campus Principal 

From the Business Manager 
 

Payments : 
Please ensure that payments by cheque are made 
out to “Keysborough Secondary College” . 
 
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA): 
Parents are reminded to fill in the Education 
Maintenance Allowance form for 2009 if they have 
not already done so.  The last day for applications 
is Friday 27th February.  Please ensure you bring in 
your health care card/pension card for 2009 when 
submitting your application.   
 
Geraldine Vanlangenberg  
Business Manager 

Attention families still waiting for 
uniform 
Buxwear uniform suppliers have received items of 
uniform that had been ordered for students.  
 
Please ring Buxwear on 9792 0424 to see if your 
order has arrived. Buxwear are asking that parents 
ring the shop, as they have been unable to contact 
many parents on the phone numbers provided.  
Buxwear Uniforms 
169 Cheltenham Road, Dandenong 



Year 7 Camp 
 
What a way to start the year! What could be better 
than the surf, sand and sunshine? It’s always a 
pleasure to attend the Year 7 Lorne Camp, it’s a 
way for teachers and students to get to know one 
another and also have a whole lot of fun!  
 
The Year 7 students this year enjoyed activities 
such as boogie boarding and surfing, not to 
mention a rigorous hike up to Teddy’s Lookout! 
They were very happy to see me waiting for them 
at the top with their refreshments though they 
didn’t like the fact that I drove the water up there 
and passed them in my car on the way up the hill!  
 
The camp provided a great opportunity for our 
Year 7s to get to know each other, play lots of 
games and make some friends in their first week at 
secondary college.  
 
Thanks to Ms Rayner, Miss Vella, Mr Salim, Mr 
Krywula and Jeff Andrews for all of their help. Also, 
thank you to all of the students who attended the 
camp – we hope you had a great time! 
Miss Kean 
 
On February 4th the Year 7s went on camp. During 
the first day we were put into cabins and groups. 
My group went and did boogie boarding first. 
Boogie boarding was fun and challenging. The 
challenging part was to get the right waves and to 
balance on the board. Our next activity was the 
pier walk. I liked the pier walk because it was fun 
and I got to see people catch fish, but mostly 
squid. 
 
On the second day my group did the long walk. It 
was tiring and very long. We walked up the hill and 
into the bush. Our next activity was SURFING! 
Surfing was very challenging. I eventually was able 
to stand on the board. After that we had a sand 
sculpture contest and my group made a mermaid 
tail. Later that night we had games and contests. I 
really enjoyed those games! 
 
On the last day we started to pack up and do some 
cleaning but we also had some beach activities. 
After that we ate lunch and off we went back to 
school. 
Jasmine Tang 
7PC1 
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Campus Assistant Principal’s 
Message 
 

Car Safety: Parents please remember that for 
safety reasons we request that you drop your son/
daughter near the campus gates and do not drive 
into the grounds. At the start and end of school, 
traffic movement within the campus grounds can 
endanger students. 
 
Reports: Reports for Semester 2, 2008 were 
issued on presentation night.  There are still some 
that haven’t been collected. Students/parents 
should collect these from the general office. 
 
College Swimming Sports: Please note that the 
Swimming Sports will be held on Friday February 
27 from 1 - 3 pm at Noble Park Pool.  All Year 7 
and 8 students will attend, together with 
competitors from Years 9-12. All other students will 
be expected to attend normal classes. We would 
also like to invite parents to attend if you are free 
during the afternoon. 
 
Newsletter: Whilst the newsletter for parents is 
posted home to all families, we know that 
sometimes it is mislaid.  We would encourage you 
to notify us of your email address so that the 
newsletter can be emailed directly to you. There is 
a reply slip on the last page you can use for this.  
Copies of the current and previous newsletter are 
also available on our webpage (http://
www.keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au/) 
 
School Injuries and Insurance: Parents and 
guardians are generally responsible for paying the 
cost of medical treatment for injured students, 
including any transport costs. Most medical costs 
will be refundable by Medicare. If you are a 
member of an ambulance or health insurance fund, 
you may also be able to claim transport or other 
expenses from the fund. The Department of 
Education does not hold accident insurance for 
school students; however there are insurers 
available such as JUA Underwriting Agency Pty. 
Ltd, Willis Australia Ltd. and EBA insurance (visit 
www.studentcover.com.au), that provide accident 
insurance policies for students. These policies 
provide specific benefits for students who are 
injured in accidents for a reasonably low cost.  
 
Canteen: Our canteen offers fresh healthy lunches 
to students. As items are mostly prepared on 
request, please encourage your child to order their 
lunch before the end of recess. 
 
Updated Student Information:  Have your phone 
or address details changed? If so please let the 
general office know of these changes for our 
records. 
 
Richard Hastings 
Campus Assistant Principal  
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Students get great tertiary offers 

Ninety five percent of the Year 12 students who 
applied for a tertiary course at the Heatherhill 
Campus have been offered a University or TAFE 
course. Sixteen students have been offered 
University Degree courses and 23 students have 
been offered TAFE Diploma courses. All students 
are to be congratulated on the offers they 
achieved.  
 
A few of the students who received great offers 
into prestigious courses were: 
·  Reksmey Chheang-Banking and Finance, 

Monash University;  
·  Tony Le and Mary Tu - Pharmacy, Monash 

University;  
·  Sophary Mam-Secondary Teaching, Deakin 

University;  
·  Ly-Kung Ung and Hoa Wong – Property 

and Real Estate, Deakin University. 
 
Other students were offered degree courses in 
Arts, Banking and Finance and Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship at Victoria University; 
Nursing and Consumer Science  at RMIT 
University; Teaching-Science, Information 
Technology-Multimedia Technology and Science  
at Deakin University;  and Information Technology 
and Systems at Monash University. 
 
Other students will pursue a vast range of careers 
with Diploma Courses at TAFE in the areas of 
Electronics, Legal Practice, Hospitality 
Management, Administration, Marketing and 
Advertising,  Accounting, Financial Services, 
Building and Construction, Information 
Technology, Engineering-Aerospace, Human 
Services, Animal Care and Management, Retail 
Management, Business, Science, Engineering-
Mechanical and Computer Science. 
 
In a world that needs skilled workers, the Year 12 
students of 2008 have been offered great 
opportunities to continue their education. These 
students’ achievements provide a wonderful role 
model for all students at the Heatherhill Campus.   
                                      
Mr Danson   
Careers Teacher 

The Age VCE and Careers Expo 2009 
Friday 24 April—Sunday 26 April, 10am—5pm 
Caulfield Racecourse 
 
The Age VCE and Careers Expo brings together 
over 150 organisations providing VCE, tertiary 
course, career, study skills and gap year 
information and resources. Exhibitors include all of 
Australia’s major universities.  
Admission is $10 or $25 for families (3 or more, 
children under 14 free) and is valid for the 3 days 
of the Expo. Admission includes all seminars, the 
career forum and a copy of The Age. For more 
details see the Expo Visitor Guide in The Age on 
Monday 20 April or go to education.theage.com.au  
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Lord and Lady Somers Camp 

During the holidays four stu-
dents from Year 12 attended 
the Lord and Lady Somers 
Camp.  They spent a week 
with 250 strangers, being 
woken up a minimum of two 
times a night, getting up in 
the morning at 6:30 am and 
competing in a range of gru-
elling games and activities 
during the day that left them 
tired and blistered.  If that 
sounds like hard work, then 

why have John Nguyen, Clinton Truong, Ytram 
Nguyen and Lizzy Kuoth described this as one of 
the best weeks of their lives? 
 
The Lord and Lady Somers Camps offer a unique 
experience for young people between the ages of 
16 and 19. They get to experience the thrill of 
achieving more than they ever thought possible 
and the buzz of team work, by pushing themselves 
to the limit day after day. 
 
School students from all walks of life come to-
gether at the camp in Somers for a week no one 
ever forgets. Be it the Slushies, the incredible 
stunts, the awesome milk shakes from the can-
teen, the activities, the guest speakers, the food, 
the wet mess, the final cross country where you 
feel your legs will drop off or simply the time spent 
with complete strangers who become your best 
friends, the Lord and Lady Somers Camp are an 
awesome experience. 
 
Clinton Truong 
Year 12 

Bushfire Appeal 
 
The Year 10 students got together and decided 
they were going to make spring rolls and raise 
funds for the Bushfire Appeal. They gathered 
donations of all the ingredients and other 
requirements from their families. They rostered 
themselves, asked the teachers for assistance, 
started to make spring rolls and sold them during 
lunch time.  
 
Congratulations to all the Year 10 students, with 
special mention to Pei-Yi Wu for organising the 
event. Thank you as well to all the teachers for 
their support and assistance. 
 
Kean Lau 
Year 10 PLT Leader 



 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
 

Tuesday 24th February   Year 8 Interschool Sport 

Friday 27th February Heatherhill Campus Swimming Sports 1—3pm 

Tuesday 3rd March Year 7 Parents’ Meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 4th March  District Golf Day  
Thursday 5th March College Assembly 11am 

Friday 6th March  District Swimming Carnival 

Monday 9th March  Labour Day Public Holiday  
Tuesday 17th March  Year 7 Interschool Sport  
Friday 20th March Harmony Day 

Friday 27th March Free Dress Day 

Monday 30th March Intermediate Interschool Sport 
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KEYSBOROUGH 
COLLEGE 
Heatherhill Campus 
8-20 Janine Road 
Springvale South, 3172 

Newsletter by email Reply Slip 
 
Yes, I would like to receive the Keysborough College, 
Heatherhill Campus newsletter by email. 
 
Name: _____________________________________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
Please return reply slip to the general office. 

New Caledonia Study Tour   

Keysborough College is planning to run an International 
Study Tour to New Caledonia. The trip will benefit students 
studying French and be a great cultural experience. 
Students across all campuses at years 8, 9 & 10 are invited 
to participate.  
An information night will be held on Monday March2nd  at 
6pm in the theatre at Chandler campus. Deposits will be 
required by the March18th . 
Jessica Jeacle, Tour Organiser, Chandler Campus 


