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/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
 

Welcome  back to term two. I note that each 
Campus has many interesting activities and events 
happening this term. Last term the College was 
involved celebrating Harmony Day. We are a very 
diverse College with families from many countries 
around the world. 
 

We have completed the development of our 
strategic plan for the next four years and this has 
been endorsed by council. It was very clear from 
discussions with students, parents and staff that 
the values our community considers especially 
important are respect, excellence and diversity. 
Respect- Respect for others and self respect makes 
our world more harmonious. We recognise the 
thoughts, feelings and concerns of others, interact 
with them in a sensitive and considerate way and 
value their contributions. 
Excellenceς Individuals gain satisfaction and an 
increased feeling of self worth when they 
experience a sense of achievement. We have high 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘΣ 
and aim for continuous improvement. 
Diversityς The diversity of our community adds 
richness to our lives. We value individual 
difference, ensure equitable access to 
opportunities and provide support for our diverse 
communities. 
 

Welcome to New Staff 
This term I welcome Scott Diamond to the College 
Leadership Team. Scott takes up the position of 
Campus Principal at Chandler. He has been an 
Assistant Principal at Mordialloc College for several 
years and will have much to contribute to the 
leadership of our College. 
In addition there have been a number of changes 
to staff this term due to teachers taking leave or 
transferring to other positions.  
Craig Binge has become a teaching and learning 
coach for the Region for the remainder of the year. 
Peter Green has taken long service leave for term 
2. Coral Mowthrope is retiring. Anabella Fung and 
David Rowe have returned from leave. Barat Ma, 
Swoti Julka and Geoff Griffiths have joined the 
College. 

Uniform 
I understand that Buxwear now has a full supply 
of the new school uniform including the blazer. 
The new uniform is being phased in over this 
year and next. 
If you are replacing your uniform in the next 6 
months it would be wise  to consider purchasing 
the new school uniform as by the start of 2011 
all students will be expected to be in the new 
uniform. Students  are required to wear their 
blazer with the academic uniform unless the 
temperature is forecast to be over 28 degrees  
celsius. As we are moving into cooler weather all 
Year 7 students should be wearing the blazer. 
 

Open Days 
This year each Campus has an open day on 
which current and future parents are invited to 
visit the school to see it in operation. The dates 
are:  
¶ Chandler - Tuesday 12 May  
¶ Coomoora - Thursday 7 May 
¶ Heatherhill - Thursday 14 May 
¶ Springvale - Monday 4 May 
Tours will be conducted by the Campus Principal 
at 9.15am and 11.15am. If you know of families 
considering a secondary school for their children 
please encourage them to attend one of our 
open days. 
 

Reports 
Interim reports have been distributed and many 
parents attended the parent teacher interviews 
on the 23rd of April. If you have not yet received 
your son/daughters interim report or you would 
like to speak with their teachers please contact 
the campus and you will be given assistance. 
 

PTFSA 
The parents, teachers, friends and students 
association meets again on the 13th of May at 
7.30pm. Please put this date in your diary. We 
encourage you to attend these meetings to meet 
other parents and find out more about what is 
happening at your school. 
 

Heather Lindsay 
Principal 
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 /ŀƳǇǳǎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

 

What would it be like to be in school again? 
 

All of us have had different experiences of school, 
many from many places around the world. Often 
this has an impact on what we think our children 
are experiencing in school, or what we think should 
happen at school. Sometimes as parents it can be 
difficult to find out what is happening. Our children 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άIƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚέΣ 
άDƻƻŘέ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŜ ƎŜǘΦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀπ
tion through the newsletter is a key way for parents 
to see the sorts of things that are going on in 
school. Attending an organised tour on open day, 
and coming to parent teacher interview nights and 
other events are also great way to see the school in 
operation. They also allow you to get to know your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
you know what is going on and why we do things a 
certain way. I would encourage you to make the 
most of these opportunities- some of them are 
coming up soon! If you can not make these events, 
your child also has a Pastoral Care teacher who look 
after them over the year- ask your child who they 
are, and please feel free to ring and talk with them 
to find out what school is like for your child. As a 
school we welcome the opportunity to work to-
gether with you to provide the very best for your 
child. 
 

Your child has probably been pretty active at school 
over the last couple of months. All year levels par-
ticipate in sports activities every week and many 
teams compete locally and at higher levels so there 
is a good chance your child has been involved. Re-
cently some levels have been competing in Tennis 
and Volleyball. There have also been various camps 
and excursions and other activities for students to 
participate in. These provide an excellent opportu-
nity for your child to learn in different ways and to 
connect with other students and teachers. 
 

Some students take on leadership roles within the 
campus. This is an excellent way for students to 
gain skills and experiences they might not other-
wise develop by planning events and leading the 
student body. Recently many of our student leaders 
have been involved in meeting with other student 
leaders from across the college, providing feedback 
to the College Leadership Team, meeting with the 
architects designing the new school buildings, and 
also attending a regional youth forum in Dande-
nong. 
 

This term your student will undertake exams, the 
school organises this to help prepare them for VCE 
in the future. Exams are one way we gauge how 
much your child may have learnt over the semes-
ter, it also helps them increase their skill in doing 
exams, and helps them learn for the longer term.  

If your student is in Year 12, he or she could be 
facing their first VCE exams in June. Now is the 
time for your student to be preparing for these, it 
is not a good idea to leave it too late. 
 

Encourage your child to use some of the following 
strategies to improve their learning, and prepare 
them for the future: 
 

¶ Ask the teacher regularly for feedback on how 
to improve (use this on your next task). 

¶ Make a chapter summary of each chapter of 
your textbook, use diagrams and mindmaps to 
show what skills and knowledge is important, 
rather than large slabs of writing. 

¶ Do lots of book questions, or practice exams 
(for VCE). Mark them and then GET HELP from 
a friend or the teacher on the questions you 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƻǊ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ 

¶ Highlight sections of the textbook that you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
you understand. 

¶ [ƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳπ
tube or teacher tube to see if there is a helpful 
presentation there. 

¶ Do your homework regularly and above all DO 
YOUR BEST not a half-hearted attempt at 
study. 

Peter Jeans 
Campus Principal 

Student Voice 
 

On Wednesday 25th March the student leaders 
from across the College came together for their 
first official full college meeting.  
 

Forty students representing different groups from 
across the College made the most of the afternoon 
and started planning for the impact they can have 
across the college through the teams they were 
elected to lead.  
 

Each campus has a variety of teams led by elected 
leaders who make up the Student Executive. The 
purpose of the Student Voice is for students to get 
involved in all the facets of the College and have 
real and lasting influence on the decisions and cul-
ture of the entire College.  
 

Students, on the day, met in their respective 
groups and put forward ideas and proposals that 
encompassed both short and long term goals. It 
was a great way for the Student Voice to get off 
the ground and with our student body led by 
such an enthusiastic and forward thinking group all 
looks good for the future.  
 

Within your campus if you have a particular inter-
est, idea or would like to get involved then your 
Student Executive would like to hear from you.  

Richard Hastings 
Heatherhill Assistant Principal 
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College Uniform 
 

It has been great to see so many of our students 

wearing the complete uniform. Parents and stu-

dents are reminded that the complete school uni-

form should be worn both to and from school (this 

includes proper black leather school shoes NOT 

runners). 

By now all Year 7 students should be wearing the 

school blazer which is an official part of the new 

school uniform. I believe that there was some diffi-

culty with the supply of this item earlier in the year 

but this is no longer the case. If families are experi-

encing some financial difficulty in relation to pur-

chasing any item please contact Debbie Edwards, 

Student Welfare Coordinator. If you have any que-

ries about the uniform or purchasing items, please 

do no hesitate to contact the school. 

Wayne Haworth 

Youth Forum 
 

On Wednesday the 1st of April, Mrs Walsh took 

us to Dandenong Castle where we spent the day 

with students from other schools around the 

area. We did many activities together, met new 

people, watched performance and best of all got 

a lot of free food! 
 

We had a talk in the morning followed by a 

yummy morning tea. Then there were several 

guest talks and they were all quite interesting. I 

got a clearer view of what other people thought 

about racism and how they dealt with it. My fa-

vourite part of the day was when two representa-

tive from ARAB (Anti-Racism Action Band) 

showed us some different raps and beat-boxing. 

They were both extremely talented and we were 

all really entertained. Another great part of the 

day was the break dancing. Some volunteers 

from the audience went on stage and did a quick 

workshop with the dancers. It was so much fun 

watching them learn the moves so quickly and 

then they performed it to us. 
 

For lunch we had a delicious sausage sizzle, fol-

lowed by some short activities. My first activity 

ǿŀǎ Ψ.ƻŘȅ LƳŀƎŜΣΩ ǿŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

watched a video showing us how much Photo-

shop is actually used in magazines to enhance 

photographs. My other activity was 

Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣΩ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ΨǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ 

meant to us through painting. It was great to 

what amazing artwork everyone came up with. 
 

The day ended after some last talks and perform-

ances. It was a long day but we all took home a 

great experience and met some fantastic people. 

Amanda Do 10A 

SRC Sausage Sizzle 
 

On the 27th of March the SRC held a sausage sizzle 

and casual free dress day to raise funds for a nomi-

nated charity and the Year 12 Formal. 
 

The sausages were delicious and a lot of money 

was raised. Many thanks to the SRC members for 

all of their help and also Mr Dimarzio. 
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 Year 12 Camp 

 

The Year 12 camp was held in the last week of 
term one, from the 1st of April until the 3rd of 
April. The venue, which was The Lord Somers 
Camp, and the weather was brilliant. 
 

The students spent their time attending seminars 
on English, Maths, Careers, MIPS, exam techniques 
and even relaxation. They also had free time dur-
ing which a large number of fantastic activities 
were organised by the school captains Sothea Sok 
and Katie Green.  
 

The staff who attended were Ms Vlassopoulos, Mr 
Pegram, Ms Tsantilas, Ms Li, Mr Thompson, Mr 
Jeans, Mr Bourne, Mrs Parry, Debbie Edwards, Nat 
Barber and Shelley Beasley (the school nurse). Spe-
cial thanks to Ms Vlassopoulos for her tireless ef-
forts in organising the camp and thanks to the staff 
who gave up their free time to attend the camp. 
 

The students and staff had a wonderful time but 
on Friday afternoon some very tired people ar-
rived back at school.  
 

And as a special outcome they all learnt how to do 
the Zorba dance courtesy of Ms Vlassopoulos. 

 

Ian Pegram 
Senior School 


