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PARENTS 
Our school is interested in hearing the views of 
students, parents and staff therefore we 
conduct a number of surveys each year to 
monitor our progress. We have already 
collected information from students and staff 
and later this month we will be surveying 
parents for their feedback. The same surveys are 
used by all government schools. The information 
you provide us is valuable to the school 
community. Surveys will be distributed 
randomly to families on the 24th of August. If 
you receive a survey I would urge you to 
complete it and return it to your campus. 
 

tw9aL9wΩ{ ±/9 !²!w5{ 
I was fortunate on Thursday to attend the 
tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ ±/9 !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
teachers Jonathon Boyd. We were there to 
recognise the achievement of Sophary Mam, a 
2008 student from Heatherhill who received an 
award for exceptional results in Financial 
Services. Sophary was School Captain at 
Heatherhill. All her teachers have supported 
Sophary in her studies especially Garry Ball, her 
teacher of Financial Services. Even better 
Sophary is currently studying to be a teacher. 
Our future generations will be in good hands. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Sophary Mam and Jonathon Boyd. 

Right: Sophary Mam and Heather Lindsay. 

GEORGE STONE EDUCATIONAL AWARD 
A current student who has received a significant 
award is Kristina Butijer from Chandler Campus. 
Kristina, currently in Year 10, received the 
George Stone Educational Award designed to 
encourage further education. 
  

BUILDING 
The college has received Federal Government 
Funding for a science centre. This is to be 
established within our current plans of the 
junior villages. Construction is expected to begin 
later this year. Whilst there is going to be some 
demolition of buildings at the Heatherhill site, 
the college is working hard to ensure that 
disruption will be minimal. At both Isaac Road  
and Janine Road construction is in an area that 
will have the least impact on our students. 
  

INTERNATIONAL 
In the last term break I travelled to China with 
Mitze Ho our International Student Manager. 
Mitze and I visited Chengdu where we met with 
new students and parents as well as parents of 
current students, Mitze then went on to Beijing 
to speak with parents, whilst I visited parents in 
Vietnam. In all cases parents expressed their 
pleasure in being able to speak with us in person 
about the progress of their children. 

  

We want to maintain a global viewpoint for our 
students and the International Program 
together with international student tours and 
sister schools helps us have a sense of our place 
in the world.  
  

Heather Lindsay 
Principal 
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New Staff 
Quite a few new staff have started at the campus 
on short term contracts this semester. I would 
like to formally welcome the following staff to the 
college and campus: 
¶ Sre Wijesinghe 
Sre has worked for the school as a CRT and is now 
assisting us on 3 days. 
¶ Nick Burbush 
Nick has had previous business and industry 
experience and is new to teaching. 
¶ Kylie McKay 
Kylie is an experienced teacher, with experience 
overseas in Japan, she is working in our English 
Language Centre. 
¶ Maria Smith 
Maria has a CRT background and experience 
working with students with disabilities. 
¶ Tanya Hempshall 
Tanya is filling in for our school nurse who is on 
leave. 
¶ Eva Law 
Eva is filling in for our library assistant who is on 
leave. 
¶ Jonathon Boyd 
Jonathon has moved to the campus for a few 
weeks from one of the other campuses to fill a 
long service leave vacancy. 
¶ David Rowe 
David started with us earlier in the year, 
transferring from another campus. 
 

Senior School Update 
The senior year is nearly over and time is rapidly 
dwindling for the VCE students as their studies 
finish earlier than the other students. Many of 
the students just completed their first VCE exams 
and we hope that they have achieved their best. 
To celebrate their efforts, the students have been 
organising their annual formal which they have 
planned to take place on the 18th of September at 
The Sofitel on Collins Street. This is an annual 
event which is well-organised by the students and 
supported by the staff and has run very well 
every year without incident. A number of fund 
raising events are planned to make this night the 
best that it can be. It is hoped that the school 
council will approve this after school hours event. 
 

Recently our senior students also took delivery of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƘƻƻŘƛŜǎΩ όǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƧǳƳǇŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
can wear at the campus). The design for the  

jumper emblem was developed by two of our 
students, Yu Tian and Chung Hong Ung. Due 
to a concerted voting campaign by the 
students, a competition was won enabling 
them to be provided free to each student. 
Well done to the students for this amazing 
effort!  
 

Junior School Update 
Year 9 students recently completed the 
Citywide program in the city, which according 
to all reports went exceptionally well and was 
a great benefit to the students. Many thanks 
to Poppy Papadakis, the Year 9 Professional 
Learning Team Leader, who organised and 
oversaw the program. 
 

Pathways and Subject Selection 
Planning is also underway for subject and 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ±/9 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 
After the information night on the 12th of 
August, there will be three days of student 
counselling through a dedicated team to 
ensure that students select the subjects they 
are best suited to for next year. 
 

Welfare and Extra-Curricular 
A number of programs continue at the 
campus including: 
 

- After school tutoring with Embrace (a team 
of volunteers from Monash University). 
 

- Youth for Action is a targeted program for 
particular students run in conjunction with 
Greater Dandenong Community Health    
Service. 
 

- Tinted Lens is a program incorporating 
youth issues with film making run in 
conjunction with the City of Greater 
Dandenong Youth Services. 
 

- A new breakfast club starting soon. 
 
Peter Jeans 
Acting Campus Principal 
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Casual Dress Fundraiser 
 

The College Captains arranged a fundraising 
casual dress day to support the VCE Formal 
for 2009.  
 

There was a Christmas raffle and many 
students had fun putting up Christmas 
decorations the night before.  
 

The greatest fun was had by some Year 9 
students who pulled down the decorations at 
the end of the day.  
 

Virginia Vlassopoulos 
Senior School 
 

Skyline Participants 
 

We have three students in VCE who are Skyline 
participants. During the recent school holidays 
they attended a  full-day workshop enjoying 
various sessions related to their education, 
enjoying the  company of other participants 
from other schools and sharing great meals 
together. The evaluations showed the immense 
impact the program is having on those who have 
been awarded scholarships from the Skyline 
Foundation.  
 
Melissa Tran, Duyen Nguyen of Year 11 and 
Linda Ly of year 12 are Skyline participants and 
active students at our College. Linda has 
ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ! DǊŀŘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ 
Melissa and Duyen have debated keenly in the B 
Grade Team. Linda is a College Captain and 
President of the SRC. All three are very 
motivated exemplary students.   
 
Skyline Education Foundation Australia was 
established to provide opportunities for a 
unique group of young Victorians. The 
Foundation believes that by encouraging their  
educational opportunities, teaching them skills 
and developing their personal and leadership 
skills that they will go on to achieve and create 
opportunities for themselves and others. 
 
Virginia Vlassopoulos 
Senior School 

Above: 
Melissa Tran. 
Above right: 
Linda Ly. 
Right: Duyen 
Nguyen. 


